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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MASS, ET, SO, UR, US 

SUBJECT: SOVIET/CUBAN SUPPORT FOR ETHIOPIA 

1 . SOMALI AMBASSADOR ADDOU CALLED AF/E DIRECTOR AUGUST 19 
TO SAY THAT HE HAD JUST RECEIVED TELEGRAPHIC INSTRUCTIONS 
AND WAS CALLING TO CONVEY THEM SINCE HE LEAVING FOR AIR- 
PORT IN MINUTES. INSTRUCTIONS WERE FROM SOMALI FONMIN 
WHO ASKED THAT USG SHOULD BE INFORMED THAT: (A) CUBAN 
INVOLVEMENT IN ETHIOPIAN CONFLICT INCREASING SHARPLY; 

(B) SOVIET ARMS SHIPMENTS TO ETHIOPIA INCREASING AT 
SECRET 
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STAGGERING PACE; (C) GIVEN THIS EVIDENCE THAT "OTHER SIDE" 

HAS THROWN ITS WEIGHT HEAVILY BEHIND ETHIOPIA, SOMALIA 
NEEDS MORAL AND MATERIAL SUPPORT FROM U.S. IN COMING WEEKS 
AND MONTHS. ADDOU DID NOT ELABORATE, ADVISED HE WOULD BE 
RETURNING FROM MOGADISCIO IN TWO WEEKS, AND RANG OFF TO 
CATCH CONCORDE FLIGHT FROM DULLES. 
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2. IT NOT CLEAR WHAT SPECIFIC PURPOSE ADDOU'S INSTRUC- 
TIONS WERE INTENDED TO SERVE. LINE ABOUT CUBANS AND SOV- 
IETS HAS BECOME SOMALI STANDARD AS THEY SEEK TO FIND SOME 
RATIONALE SUFFICIENTLY ACCEPTABLE TO THE WEST TO WARRANT 
WESTERN SUPPORT FOR SOMALIA DESPITE THEIR ACTIONS IN THE 
OGADEN. AS EXAMPLE. IN MEETING WITH UNDER SECRETARY HABIB 
AUGUST 18, ADDOU CLAIMED SOMALI INTELLIGENCE HAD REPORTS 

OF 1,500 CUBANS IN ASSAB, 600 TO 700 IN ADDIS ABABA, 

OTHERS WERE NOW "USING" KAGNEW STATION, AND MEANWHILE, 
SOVIET SUPPORT FOR MENGISTU UNSTINTING. HE CLAIMED 
SOMALIS THEREFORE FEAR AN ATTACK ON NORTHERN SOMALIA 
WHICH COULD FORCE SOMALIA TO ACCEPT A SOVIET-DICTATED 
PEACE. ADDOU GAVE WASHINGTON POST EDITOR VIRTUALLY 
IDENTICAL PRESENTATION SEVERAL DAYS PREVIOUSLY (POST 
HAS NOT YET USED IT). 

3. FOR MOGADISCIO: YOU MAY WISH COMMENT ON PURPOSE OF 
ADDOU'S INSTRUCTIONS, IF ANY BEYOND DESIRE REITERATE 
STANDARD LINE. 

4. FOR ADDIS ABABA: FOR SOME TIME NOW, DEPARTMENT 
HAS RECEIVED NO NEW REPORTS CONCERNING EITHER CUBAN 
PRESENCE IN ETHIOPIA OR SOVIET ARMS DELIVERIES. WOULD 
APPRECIATE WHATEVER YOU CAN ESTABLISH ON THESE TOPICS 
FROM RELIABLE SOURCES. VANCE 
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